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FIFTY  REASONS 

Why  the  Democratic,  party  should  succeed  in  the  ensuing  Presidential 

election. 

The  reasons  that  may  be  justly  urged  upon  the  American  people  for 
the  success  of  the  democratic  party  at  the  next  election  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  are  numerous,  obvious,  and  conclusive.  These  rea¬ 
sons  are  derivable  from  the  past  history,  and  from  the  present  position  and 
objects  of  the  party;  and  we  shall  attempt,  at  the  hazard  of  the  imputation 
of  reiterating  old  and  familiar  truths,  the  enumeration  of  some  of  them. 

The  democratic  party  ought  to  succeed  in  the  ensuing  struggle,  be¬ 
cause — 

1.  It  was  that  party  that  opposed  successfully  the  election  of  President 
and  Senate  for  life,  in  the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  secured  salutary  limitations  to  delegated  power  in  the 
amendments  to  that  instrument. 

2.  It  Avas  that  party,  with  Jefferson  and  Madison  at  its  head,  that  re¬ 
sisted,  though  vainly,  the  incorporation  of  the  first  United  States  Bank, 
as  an  institution  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  dangerous  to  the  lib¬ 
erty  of  the  citizen. 

3.  It  was  that  party  that,  in  179S-’9,  following  the  lead  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  resisted  the  odious  alien,  sedition,  and  stamp  acts,  and  moved 
the  revolution  which  scourged  their  authors  from  power  in  1800. 

4.  It  was  that  party  that  rallied  around  and  elected  the  illustrious  Jef¬ 
ferson  to  the  chair  of  state,  and  sustained  him  in  guiding  the  Government 
“  amidst  the  conflicting  elements  of  a  troubled  world.” 

5.  It  was  that  party  that  stood  by  Madison  and  the  country  during  the 
dark  and  perilous  period  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  thwarted 
the  efforts  of  foreign  and  domestic  foes;  while  federalism  opposed  enlist¬ 
ments  of  men  and  loans  of  money,  plotted  treason  at  Hartford,  burnt  blue 
lights  at  New  London,  and  in  Massachusetts  resolved  it  “unbecoming  a 
moral  and  religious  people”  to  rejoice  over  the  victories  of  American  arms. 

6.  It  was  that  party  that  elevated  Jackson,  “  the  bravest  of  the  brave,” 
to  the  Presidency  in  1828;  sustained  his  administration  against  the  assaults 
of  modern  federalism,  backed  by  the  rotten  subsidies  of  a  gigantic  moneyed 
institution,  which,  for  a  time,  poisoned  popular  representation,  and  erected 
itself  above  the  Government. 

7.  It  was  that  party  that  upheld  the  firm  old  patriot  in  returning  the  bill 
rechartering  that  institution,  with  his  veto  ;  in  resisting  the  constitutional 
encroachments  of  the  “  American  system,”  by  the  veto  of  the  Maysville 
road  bill;  and  in  bringing  back  the  ship  of  state  to  the  “republican  tack.” 

8.  It  was  that  party  that  vindicated  his  character  from  the  disgrace 
which  Clay,  Webster,  and  Frelinghuysen  attempted  to  fasten  upon  him, 
by  expunging  the  foul  blot  from  the  records  of  the  Senate. 

9.  It  was  that  party  that  advocated,  and  finally  carried,  the  great  measure 
of  “  deliverance  and  liberty”  from  bank  control,  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  in  1837 — the  independent  treasury — which  severed  the  Government 
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wedlock  with  corporate  poVer,  anti  restored  the  currency, o£  the^constitu 
tion.  \ 

10.  It  was  that  party  that,  in  1840,  was  prostrated  by  a  coalition  of  an- 
tagonistical  factions,  whose  success  proved  their  greatest  calamity,  and 
whose  means  of  warfare  were  groveling  idolatries,  obscene  songs,  fraud, 
forgery,  and  falsehood. 

11.  It  was  that  party  that,  having  been  banished  from  power  and 
driven  into  a  minority,  still  confiding  in  the  honesty  and  justice  of  its 
principles,  struggled  for  the  rights  of  the  people  amid  the  trying  scenes  of 
the  27 th  Congress. 

12.  It  was  that  party  that,  by  the  firmness  and  constancy  of  its  repre¬ 
sentatives,  prevented,  with  the  aid  of  a  veto  Executive,  the  re-incorporation 
of  the  mammoth  monopoly — the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  repealed  the 
odious  and  corrupt  bankrupt  law;  prevented  the  grand  larceny  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  domain;  and  achieved  a  material  retrenchment  of  the  public  expendi¬ 
tures. 

13.  It  is  this  same  party  which  has,  since  the  explosion  of  the  credit 
bubble  in  1837,  warred  against  irredeemable  paper  money,  opposed  profli¬ 
gate  expenditures  in  the  several  States  of  the  federation,  and  restored  the 
currency  to  a  better  condition  than  has  ever  before  been  realized. 

14.  It  is  this  same  party  which  has,  in  most,  if  not  all,  the  States  where 
the  people  have  intrusted  it  with  power,  applied  the  knife  of  retrenchment 
to  official  salaries  and  fees,  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  State  debts, 
and  saved  the  country  from  the  disgrace  of  repudiation. 

15.  It  is  this  party  which  to-day  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the 
American  Revolution,  as  illustrated  and  enforced  by  Jefferson,  gives  bat¬ 
tle  against  legislative  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  individuals. 

lb.  It  is  this  party  which,  through  its  representatives  in  Congress,  is 
endeavoring  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  Government,  strike  the  fetters  from 
the  hand  of  industry,  and  “  secure  to  labor  the  bread  it  has  earned.” 

17.  That  has  reduced  the  ordinary  expenditures  to  the  amount  of  many 
millions  annually. 

18.  That  has  repudiated  that  monstrous  federal  bribery,  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

19.  That  has  also  repudiated  the  infamous  “  mandamus  act,”  by  which 
federalism  sought  to  deprive  four  sovereign  States  of  the  right  of  represen¬ 
tation  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

20.  That  has  cut  down  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  standing  army. 

21.  The  democratic  party  now,  as  ever  since  the  revolution  of  1800, 
contends  for  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  opposes  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  by  Congress  to  furnish  a  uniform 
currency,  as  contended  for  by  federalism,  as  no  such  currency  could  be 
safely  furnished  by  such  an  institution  without  a  capital  of  $200,000,000. 

22.  That  such  an  institution  would  control  the  government  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  poison  representation,  subsidize  statesmen,  corrupt  the  public  press, 
and  finally  blot  out  every  vestige  of  American  liberty. 

23.  The  democratic  party  is  opposed  to  a  national  debt,  as  the  strong 
fortress  from  which  associated  wealth  assails  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
oftentimes  creates  State  necessities  to  control  the  free  action  of  representa¬ 
tive  bodies. 

24.  That  party  opposes  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  as  a  measure  calculated,  if  not  designed,  gradually  to  undermine  the 
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independence  of  the  sovereign  States,  and  reduce  them  to  the  condition  of 
spiritless  beggars  at  the  door  of  Federal  power. 

25.  That  party  still  adheres  to  the  Independent  Treasury  as  a  measure 
necessary  to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  people’s  Government;  to 
guard  the  public  treasure,  by  heavy  penalties  and  strong  enactments,  from 
the  rapacity  of  the  defaulter  and  peculator,  and  to  prevent  the  funds  of  the 
Government  being  used  by  pet  banks  and  speculators  to  promote  their  own 
selfish  interests. 

The  democratic  party  ought  to  succeed,  for  various  reasons  arising  from 
the  character  and  objects  of  the  party  that  contend  against  it  for  power — 

26.  Because  it  is  the  obvious  tendency  of  all  the  measures  of  modern 
as  of  ancient  federalism,  to  consolidate  all  powers  in  the  federal  head,  and 
demolish  all  limitations  to  the  power  of  Congress. 

27.  Because,  true  to  its  instincts,  federalism  clamors  for  a  National  Bank; 
for  a  splendid  system  of  internal  improvement,  that  shall  pension  depend¬ 
ants  and  reward  followers  ;  and  for  a  prohibitive  tariff,  that  shall  destroy 
commerce  and  depress  agriculture. 

23.  Because  that  party,  as  represented  in  Congress,  refuses  to  supply 
revenue  to  pay  off  the  public  debt,  by  a  reasonable  modification  of  the  tariff 
law  of  1842. 

29.  Because  it  votes  for  every  expenditure,  and  the  highest  amount, 
for  every  object,  whether  national  or  local,  public  or  private,  meritorious  or 
otherwise. 

30.  Because,  during  the  first  year  it  held  power  in  both  branches  of 
Congress,  it  swelled  the  expenditures  to  over  five  millions  of  dollars  higher 
than  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration. 

31.  Because,  in  the  same  period,  it  augmented  the  public  debt  from  about 
five  millions  to  over  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars. 

32.  Because,  professing  a  holy  horror  of  democratic  proscription,  it  pro¬ 
scribed  for  political  opinions  more  of  the  higher  class  of  officers  in  five 
months  of  its  rule,  than  the  two  preceding  administrations  had  removed  for 
twelve  years. 

33.  Because  it  falsified  all  its  professions  and  pledges  made  to  the  people, 
in  order  to  obtain  power,  and  cannot  again  be  trusted  with  safety. 

34.  Because  it  still  urges,  through  its  late  convention  at  Baltimore,  the 
corrupt  and  corrupting  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in 
conformity  with  the  sentiment  of  its  leader — “give  us  patronage,  and  we 
will  gain  power.” 

35.  Because,  with  unblushing  effrontery  and  impudence,  it  dares  to  boast 
that  it  has  a  “  DICTATOR”  for  a  leader — a  boast  that  we  could  have 
hoped  never  to  hear  in  free  America,  especially  since  the  dictatorial  procla¬ 
mation  and  course  of  Mr.  Clay  in  the  27th  Congress. 

36.  Because  its  partisans  and  writers,  confident  in  their  means  of  suc¬ 
cess  and  their  restoration,  as  in  former  times,  throw  off  their  masks,  and 
openly  denounce  and  vilify  the  illustrious  Jefferson  and  the  bright  constel¬ 
lation  of  republicans  “  that  has  gone  before  us.” 

37.  Because,  if  that  party  should  now  succeed  in  seizing  the  reins  of 
government,  it  would  work  a  revolution  in  our  republican  forms,  heap  un¬ 
bearable  burdens  upon  the  people,  and  make  the  million  tributary  to  the 
privileged  and  favored  thousand. 

38.  Because,  by  the  showing  of  federalists  themselves,  that  party  has  pre¬ 
sented  a  candidate  to  the  people  from  the  “aristocratic  portion”  of  the  party 
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30.  Because  that  party  is  now  led  on  by  the  bitterest  revilers  of  the  vene¬ 
rable  Jackson,  the  benefactor  of  his  country;  who  have,  until  forced  to  act  by 
the  almost  unanimous  expressions  of  the  American  people,  refused  to  re¬ 
fund  the  fine  unjustly  imposed  upon  the  old  hero  after  the  successful  defence 
of  New  Orleans. 

40.  Because  that  party,  distinguished  in  all  time  past  for  its  British  sym¬ 
pathies,  will  doubtless  compromise  our  right  to  Oregon,  if  British  rapacity 
require  the  sacrifice  to  be  made. 

41.  Because  the  adherents  of  that  party,  in  all  the  State  legislatures 
where  the  people  have  intrusted  them  with  power,  have  given  loose  reins 
to  profligate  legislation  ;  contracted  enormous  debts,  without  providing 
means  to  pay  interest ;  and  thereby  made  the  faith  of  American  States  a 
by-word  and  reproach  the  world  over. 

43.  Because,  in  those  legislatures,  they  have  legislated  in  most  cases  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  <l  higher  orders”  of  society,  by  granting  privileges  to  asso¬ 
ciated  wealth,  creating  a  multitude  of  corporations,  and  bestowing  legisla¬ 
tive  bounties  on  particular  classes. 

43.  Because  they,  in  like  manner,  have  created  a  large  number  of  new 
offices  to  reward  favorites,  and  pay  for  the  services  of  their  supple  instru¬ 
ments. 

44.  Because,  in  the  discharge  of  delegated  duties,  they  have  uniformly 
disregarded  the  limits  of  the  constitution,  made  their  own  discretion  the 
sole  limit  to  their  authority,  and  violated  and  contemned  the  instructions 
of  the  constituent  body. 

45.  Because  they  have  disregarded  the  rights  of  property  and  labor,  by 
creating  the  necessity  for  taxes  which  they  dare  not  lay,  but  which  they 
have  thrown  upon  their  successors. 

45.  Because  they  constantly  violate  the  salutary  maxim  in  political  econo¬ 
my,  that  “  taxation  and  representation  should  go  together,”  by  heaping  upon 
posterity  enormous  and  paralyzing  burdens,  which  they  could  not  consent 
to,  and  which  they  cannot  escape,  except  by  revolution  or  repudiation. 

47.  The  democratic  party  ought  to  succeed,  because,  if  the  policy  of  its 
foes  prevail,  there  will  be  no  bounds  to  the  extravagance  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  will  be  followed  by  accumulated  taxes,  direct  and  indirect; 
the  injustice  of  which  will  bring  the  Government  into  disrepute,  and  finally 
tend  to  drive  the  oppressed  portions  of  the  country  to  dissolution  of  the 
Union. 

48.  Because,  honestly  devoted  to  free  institutions,  and  to  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  great  masses,  even  its  errors  cannot  be  permanent  or  dan¬ 
gerous  to  public  liberty. 

49.  Because  in  every  vicissitude  of  affairs,  whether  in  or  out  of  power, 
it  never  has  sympathy  with  oppression,  and  is  always  jealous  of  monarch¬ 
ical  systems  and  aristocratic  tendencies. 

50.  Finally,  it  ought  to  succeed,  because  it  has  never  beguiled  the  people 
with  false  promises;  and  because, faithful  to  its  instinct  ofjustice  and  equality, 
it  never  despairs,  but  rises  with  fresh  resolution  from  every  defeat,  and  ever 
perseveres  in  its  benefactions  to  the  human  race. 

These  area  few  of  the  reasons,  obvious  and  incontestable),  that  should 
induce  the  American  people  to  adhere  to  their  tried  and  unchanging  friends. 
Others  crowd  upon  us  of  equal  truth  and  force,  but  the  limits  of  this  paper 
compel  us  to  a  conclusion. 
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